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OVERVIEW 
As indicated in FTA Circular 4702.1B, any Federal Transit Administration (FTA) recipients whose service 

area contains 200,000 or more residents must conduct a Title VI equity analysis in the course of planning 

a major service change or any magnitude of fare change. Equity analyses are required regardless of 

whether proposed changes would be detrimental or beneficial to riders. Title VI prohibits any form of 

discrimination on the basis of age, race, or national origin. As the recipient of FTA funding, Toledo Area 

Regional Transit Authority (TARTA) is required to ensure its transit service is available equally within 

service area to minority, non-minority residents, and individuals with low incomes. 

As announced on TARTA’s website route 50 weekday services will be discontinued due to the 

termination of the service contract with Owens Community College at the start of TARTA’s 2017 Fall 

Assignment starting 20 August 2017. 

Currently, during the weekday service, #50 has fifteen (15) inbound trips and fifteen (15) outbound trips 

Monday through Thursday.  On Friday route 50 has fewer trips, eleven (11) inbound trips and eleven (11) 

outbound trips. All of these trips will be discontinued.  Currently, the weekday total daily mileage 

(Monday – Thursday) for #50 is 255.75 miles.  The current Friday daily mileage for #50 is 187.55 miles. 

Under the proposed plan, #50 would have a weekday total daily mileage of 0 miles. This is a -100% 

change in weekday daily service miles from existing service. 

Route 50 does not run during weekday evening hours or on weekends and holidays.  

The change will take place for the fall assignment beginning on August 20, 2017. Since the route will be 

eliminated, this is considered a major service change.  The public has been notified through TARTA’s 

website, to seek any public comment. The TARTA board has been notified about the dissolution of 

contract services with Owens Community College.   

TARTA MAJOR SERVICE CHANGE POLICY 
When considering changes in service, the General Manager of TARTA will establish a period of comment 

prior to the initiation of said changes, per the TARTA Public Comment-Service Changes Policy. The 

period of public comment shall be of sufficient length and time before the implementation of said 

changes that the Board of Trustees can consider such comment in its deliberations. According to the 

Policy, public comment will be solicited when the following conditions apply: 

 There is a change in service of 25 percent or more of the number of transit route miles of a route; 

or, 

 Twenty-five percent or more of the number of transit revenue vehicle miles of a route computed on 

a daily basis for the day of the week for which the change is made; or, 
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 A transit route is eliminated. 

When it is deemed necessary that a service change be considered for continued operating efficiency, 

TARTA will set a period of time during which it will receive public comment both at a public hearing or 

hearings in a written form. 

Per TARTA Policy, the system will publish the notice of public hearing no less than 21 days before said 

hearing, in one or more newspapers of general circulation.  The notice will outline the date, time, and 

place of the hearing, and state the intent of the hearing. Notices are also posted on www. TARTA.com. 

ANALYSIS                                                                                                                                                                       

INTRODUCTION       
In accordance with 49 CFR Section 21.9(b)(2),  49 CFR Section 21c.5(b)(7) and Appendix C to 49 CFR part 

21, TARTA has prepared demographic and service profile analysis pertaining to the major service change 

that will affect Route #50. The purpose of the analysis is to determine whether the changes will have 

disparate impacts on minority populations and disproportionate burden on individuals with low income. 

In this document, TARTA provides results of evaluation from the perspective of census tract, mileage, 

ridership, and land use changes.         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

EFFECTS OF PROPOSED SERVICE CHANGE ON MINORITY AND LOW-INCOME 

POPULATIONS 

Route Changes 

As announced on TARTA website, route 50 service will be discontinued as of August 20th, 2017. 

The original #50 service area had 9 census tracts. With the discontinuation of the 50, the service area 

would affect all 9 census tracts. Six (6) of these 9 census tracts includes expressway census tracts, where 

no passengers are picked-up or dropped-off due to highway routing and closed door service in 

Perrysburg Township. Some of these census tracts are not in TARTA’s regular service district but were 

served in virtue of this contracted route. The following table gives the breakdown of population for 

minorities and low income as of the 2010 Census, including the six census tracts that do not reflect 

passenger service (highlighted yellow). 

CENSUS TRACT 
Total 

Population 
Minority 

Population 
Minority % of 

Population 
Low Income 
Population 

Low Income % 
of Population 

28 1,220 625 51* 420 34* 

34 735 648 88* 516 70* 

37 1,486 1,301 88* 1,227 83* 
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52 3,399 507 15 1,071 32* 

54 3,587 1,605 45* 1,098 31* 

103 2,423 1,306 54* 1,149 47* 

201 5,319 355 7 314 6 

203 4,980 382 8 414 8 

207 6,391 415 6 970 15 

Total 
All Census Tracts 

29,540 7,144 24 7,179 24* 

Total 
Census Tracts 

with passenger 

service 

9,832 2,989 30 3,133 32* 

 

Note: *Indicates Census tract that exceeds the TARTA service area average for Minority percentage 

and/or Low income percentage 

The TARTA service area average for minority percentage of population per census tract is 35% as of the 

2010 census. The TARTA service area average for low-income percentage of population per census tract 

is 24% as of the 2010 census.  

The #50 intersects with five census tracts that have a higher percentage of a minority population than 

the system average of 35%. These are census tracts 28, 34, 37, 54, and 103. Only three (3) of these 9 

census tracts reflect portion of the route that can pick up and drop off passengers.  The average minority 

percentage for the entire route coverage is 24%, which is below the area’s average. The average 

minority percentage for the portion of the route that provides passenger service is 30%, which is a -5% 

difference from the area’s average. Since this contracted route is being discontinued, there will be a 

disparate impact on the minority population, especially within those three census tracts that have above 

average minority population. The location of these census tracts is located within the downtown area of 

the routes. Within the downtown area, a public has access to almost all of TARTA’s fixed route services. 

The #50 intersects with six (6) census tracts that have a higher percentage of low-income population 

than the system average of 24%. These are census 28, 34, 37, 52, 54, and 103. Only three (3) of these 6 

census tracts reflect portion of the route that can pick up and drop off passengers.  The average low-

income population for the entire route is 24%, which is the area’s average. The average low-income 

population for the portion of the route that provides passenger service is 32%, which is 8% difference 

from the area’s average. Since this contracted route is being discontinued, there will be a 

disproportionate burden on the low-income population, especially within those three census tracts that 
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have above average low-income population. The location of these census tracts is located within the 

downtown area of the routes. Within the downtown area, a public has access to almost all of TARTA’s 

fixed route services.   

The concentrations of low income and minority populations provided in the table are based on the 

following formulas recommended by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 

 Minority proportion in the impacted area = Minority population in impacted Census Tracts / 

Total population in the same set of Census Tracts. 

 Low-income proportion in the impacted area = Low-income population in impacted Census 

Tracts / Total population in the same set of Census Tracts. 
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Figure 1- Visualization of the census tracts Route 50 intersects.  Census tracts with a minority percentage above 35% are in 
blue. 
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Figure 2- Visualization of the census tracts Route 50 intersects.  Census tracts with a low-income percentage above 24% are 
in green. 
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DETERMINATION OF ADVERSE EFFECTS ON MINORITY AND LOW-INCOME 

RIDERS 
The discontinuation of service for Route# 50 will have a negative impact on minority and low-income 

riders in affected areas because the express service will no longer be available to Owens Community 

College.  The ridership for route 50 represents roughly 2.11% of TARTA’s total ridership.  The route was 

designed to accommodate those who attend Owens Community college as a student and/or those who 

work for Owens.    
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MAPS: Visualization of Changes 

 

Figure 3- This is the current Route 50 map. Express trip that runs from downtown to Owens Community College.  This route 
runs fifteen round trips Monday-Thursday and eleven round trips on Friday.   
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PROPOSED ACTIONS TO MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF SERVICE CHANGE 
 

The map above outlines the current service that Route #50 provides. Route #50 provides contracted 

express service from Downtown and The Source to Owens Community College (OCC). Within OCC’s 

campus, Route #50 provide door to door service to the major buildings. 

OCC is located within Perrysburg Township, which is outside of TARTA’s jurisdiction. TARTA was able to 

provide services with a contract and having an open door service to the public who wanted to go to OCC. 

Unfortunately, since OCC is dissolving its contract with TARTA, there is no direct public transit route for 

the public to go from downtown to OCC. An alternative public transit connection the public could utilize 

would be to take TARTA’s Call-A-Ride 10 to the Meijer store in Rossford and connect to Perrysburg’s 

public transit, Ride Rite.  OCC also provides their own shuttle service for their students that will connect 

them from the campus to downtown Toledo, where students can connect to TARTA routes.   

 


